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Bolton’s book fuels calls for testimony 


Moderate Republicans want to hear 
from ex-Trump adviser in Senate trial 


By Erica Werner, 
Paul Kane and 
Seung Min Kim 
WASHINGTON POST 


WASHINGTON - Revela- 
tions from President Don- 
ald Trump’s former nation- 
al security adviser threat- 
ened to upend the Senate 
impeachment trial Mon- 
day, increasing the chances 


that senators would vote to 
allow witnesses in a peril- 
ous development for the 
White House. 

Inside the Senate cham- 
ber as the trial entered its 
second week, Trump’s law- 
yers pushed forward with 
their defense of the presi- 
dent, largely ignoring the 
uproar caused by leaked 
details from a book by for- 


mer national security advis- 
er John Bolton. As part of 
their defense, they pivoted 
into a sharp line of attack 
on former Vice President 
Joe Biden and his son Hunt- 
er over their involvement in 
Ukraine. 

But outside the chamber, 
GOP senators caught un- 
aware by the Bolton news 
grappled with divisions in 
their ranks and fresh calls 
from a small group of mod- 
erates who want to hear 
from Bolton before the 


Associated Press file photo 
John Bolton’s leaked 
book has roiled the trial. 


third presidential impeach- 
ment trial in U.S. history 
comes to a close. 

Details that became pub- 
lic Sunday from Bolton’s 
unpublished book manu- 
script suggest that he could 
provide direct evidence 
that Trump sought to deny 
security assistance to 
Ukraine until Kiev an- 
nounced investigations in- 
to political opponents, in- 
cluding the Bidens. That 
linkage is at the heart of 
House Democrats’ case that 


Trump abused his power in 
holding up the Ukraine aid 
for his personal political 
benefit and then obstruct- 
ed Congress’ subsequent 
investigation. 

“I think it’s increasingly 
likely that other Republi- 
cans will join those of us 
who think we should hear 
from John Bolton,” Sen. 
Mitt Romney, R-Utah, said 
Monday, repeatedly calling 
Bolton’s testimony “rele- 
vant.” “It’s important to be 

Senate continues on A8 


LIVING IN THE PRESENT, 
HAUNTED BY HIS PAST 


Community backs 
artist facing stigma 
of his criminal record 


By Molly Glentzer 


STAFF WRITER 


Last fall, artist Ronald Llewellyn 
Jones thought 2020 would be a 
breakout year for his career. 

He had opportunities lined up, 
the most important a residency at 
Zocalo Apartments in Spring 
Branch that gave him six months’ 
free rent and space to create what- 
ever he wanted to engage the com- 
munity. 

Zocalo announced its three win- 
ners in November, and Jones 
planned to move in Jan. 1. His offer 
was rescinded in mid-December, 
the day he signed a lease applica- 
tion, leaving him devastated. He 
assumed the management had 
screened the winners, knew about 
his past and decided he deserved a 
chance. They had not. 

Jones is one of more than 70 mil- 
lion Americans who have an arrest 
or criminal record that can show 
up on a background report, jeop- 
ardizing access to housing, jobs, 
loans and colleges. At Zócalo, his 
record outweighed a decade of 
work in the community since his 
release from prison. Explaining 
why he served time did not change 
the management’s mind. 

Jones had kept his record secret 
to all but a few close friends, but 
because more than 700 people 
had voted to choose the residency 
winners, he felt he needed to ex- 
plain. 

“This is one of those things 
where people are either willing to 
allow you to try or they’re going to 
make you always live in it,’ he said 
in early January. “No one’s going to 
look at what I’ve done since — go- 
ing to school, creating artwork, 
doing anything productive, the 
work I’ve done at arts organiza- 
tions. They’re not going to look at 

Artist continues on A9 
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County 
mulling 


buyout in 
Kingwood 


Development causes 
flooding, residents say, 
prompting calls to act 


By Zach Despart 
STAFF WRITER 


Harris County leaders are con- 
sidering purchasing an unfinished 
housing development in Mont- 
gomery County to help protect 
Kingwood residents from flood- 
ing, an unprecedented land deal 
emblematic of a new, more aggres- 
sive approach to flood control. 

Commissioners Court will de- 
bate in executive session Tuesday 
whether to purchase the roughly 
300-acre site owned by Perry 
Homes, Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Jack Cagle said. 


“If Harris County can 
buy this out and they can 
restore the wetlands that 

were there before Perry 
went in... Pm all for it.” 


Raymond Giles, Kingwood resident 


Many residents in Elm Grove, 
the Kingwood subdivision that 
abuts the property to the south, 
believe the development caused 
their neighborhood to flood twice 
in 2019 — in May and again in Sep- 
tember when Tropical Storm Imel- 
da battered Kingwood. The resi- 
dents say Perry Homes made the 
neighborhood more vulnerable to 
flooding, a claim that has yet to be 
proven. 

The residents filed suit against 
Perry Homes, and the homebuil- 
der has since approached Harris 


Elizabeth Conley / Staff photographer 
Ronald Llewellyn Jones lost his art residency at Zócalo Apartments because he did not pass a 
criminal background check, despite a decade of work in the community following his release. 


County about selling the property, 
Cagle said. Many residents ex- 


Buyout continues on A8 


After blast destroyed homes, help for rebuilds i is unclear 


As city discusses resources, neighbors bunk 
with family, scrape together money for hotels 


By Sarah Smith 


STAFF WRITER 


Once she made sure her family 
was safe after an explosion that 
moved her house on its founda- 
tions, Claudia Arroyo had to fig- 
ure out where to go. 

There are no good options. 

Her house is unlivable, she 
said, especially because her 13- 
year-old daughter has asthma. 
Her mom’s house is 45 minutes 
away from her daughter’s school 
and her husband’s job, and a 
long-term rental might bankrupt 
them. 


“Now, we don’t know what to 
do,” said Arroyo, 39. “To afford 
an apartment or hotel — it’s hard 
for us.” 

Three days after an explosion 
at Watson Grinding and 
Manufacturing killed two work- 
ers, residents in the Spring 
Branch-area neighborhood are 
left to bunk with family or scrape 
together money for a hotel as 
they figure out how to rebuild. 
On Monday, authorities released 
new estimates: The blast dam- 
aged 450 structures. 

It’s not clear yet what resourc- 
es are available. “The city is in 


the process of having those dis- 
cussions” about resources for 
those affected by the explosion, 
said Mary Benton, press secre- 
tary for Mayor Sylvester Turner. 
The city is asking impacted resi- 
dents to call 31 and leave their in- 
formation while officials discuss 
what resources, if any, can be 
freed up. 

“Tm going to have that discus- 
sion with as many people as I can 
to see if there’s something avail- 
able,” said Amy Peck, who repre- 
sents the explosion area in City 
Council. “There’s a lot of people 
who need help.” 

In the interim, nonprofits have 
moved in: The Red Cross set up a 
shelter-turned-recovery 

Explosion continues on A8 


Melissa Phillip / Staff photographer 
Ximena Lozano, 10, talks in her family’s home, where the living 
room ceiling collapsed during the plant explosion Friday. 
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